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Alex Laird is a Consultant Urological Surgeon at the Western General 
Hospital and Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer at The University of 
Edinburgh.

Alex completed undergraduate and initial 
postgraduate training in Edinburgh before being 
appointed in 2007 as the first and only run through 
ST1 Urology Trainee in Scotland. He spent 5½ years 
in the West of Scotland rotation, then transferred 
to Edinburgh for his final 1½ years higher surgical 
training leading to his appointment as a consultant 
urologist in 2018. Alex’s subspecialist interest is 
the management of kidney cancer. He is among 
the highest volume renal surgeons in the UK. 
Following appointment, Alex completed a British 
Association of Urological Surgeons Fellowship to 
the Keck School of Medicine, University of South 
California under the mentorship of Professors 
Monish Aron and Indibir Gill. This led to Alex 
successfully implementing the robotic partial 

nephrectomy programme in NHS Lothian. Alex remains a keen surgical trainer 
and holds the role of assigned educational supervisor and helps guide training 
and education through the RCSEd as deputy chair of the Specialty Surgical 
Board in Urology and by sitting on the RCSEd Robotic implementation task 
force. 

Alex’s research interests as a NRS Career Researcher Fellow compliment 
his clinical sub-specialty practice. He is a member of the NCRI Renal Cancer 
Surgical subgroup and is co-investigator of several adjuvant and neo-adjuvant 
clinical trials in kidney cancer. Alex leads two clinical trials locally, one on the 
active surveillance of small renal cell carcinomas (EASE IRAS 219948) and 
another on using urine and blood glycosaminoglycan biomarkers for follow-up 
following surgery for high-risk renal cancer (AUR87A NCT04005405). 

Alex’s main research interest are in translational experimental research. He 
successfully completed a MRC funded PhD in the University of Edinburgh MRC 
Human Genetics Unit on molecular prognostic markers in clear cell renal cell 
carcinoma in 2015. Since starting consultant practice in Edinburgh, Alex has 
established a large biobank for kidney cancer.  As a result, normal and tumour 
tissue is collected and stored from all patients undergoing surgery for RCC at 
the WGH with matched pre- and post-operative bloods. These resources have 
allowed Alex to develop several translational research projects. With pump-
priming funding from the RCSEd, he is currently investigating the role of cell-
free tumour DNA for the detection of recurrent RCC with a grant application 
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recently submitted to the MRC. It is hoped that 
this work will help identify patients with early 
disease recurrence both to stratify surveillance 
imaging and select those for systemic therapy. 
There may also be potential that this work will be 
useful for the early detection of kidney cancer, 
which could significantly improve outcomes for 
patients with this disease, the most lethal of 
urological malignancies. Alex is also co-PI on 
a €8.5M European Commission Horizon 2020 
funded project developing artificial intelligence 
empowered personalised medicine for the 
management of metastatic renal cell carcinoma.   
This exciting collaborative project brings together 
20 clinical and scientific partners from 11 countries 
with expertise in cancer research, molecular and 
systems pathology, bioinformatics, computer 
technology and medical ethics.   

Outside work, Alex loves spending time with 
his family. He enjoys being beaten on the golf 
course by his wife and 7- and 10-year-old sons, 
coaching the boy’s rugby team and going on 
holiday to places far and near.

Key Publications

Blackmur JP, Gaba F, Fernando D, Williams S, O'Donnell. 
McNeill A, Stewart GD, Leung S, Laird A.  Leibovich score 
is the optimal clinico-pathological system associated 
with recurrence of non-metastatic clear cell renal cell 
carcinoma. Urologic Oncology: Seminars and Original 
Investigations 2021;39(7):438.e11-438.e21

Lubbock A, Stewart GD, O'Mahone FC, Laird A, 
Mullen P, O'Donnell M, Powles T, Harrison DJ, Overton 
IM. Overcoming Intratumoural Heterogeneity for 
Reproducible Molecular Risk Stratification: A Case 
Study in Advanced Kidney Cancer. BMC Medicine. May 
2017 26;15(1):118. doi: 10.1186/s12916-017-0874-9.

Van Neste C, Laird A, O'Mahony F, Van Criekinge W, 
Deforece D, Van Nieuwerburgh F, Powles T, Harrison Dj, 
Stewart GD, De Meyer T. Epigenetic sampling effects: 
nephrectomy modifies the clear cell renal cell cancer 
methylome. Cell Oncol (Dordr). 2017 Jan 10. doi: 10.1007/
s13402-016-0313-5

News Round-Up

New Members of Staff
Harini Dharanikota has 
recently joined Professor 
Steven Yule’s Surgical 
Sabermetrics Lab, as a PhD 
student funded by the Melville 
Trust for the Care and Cure 
of Cancer, investigating team 
dynamics and cognitive biases 

in oncology multidisciplinary 
teams to minimise errors and improve patient 
safety. She holds an MSc in Psychological 
Research from the University of Edinburgh and 
a BSc (Hons) in Psychology with Management 
from Heriot-Watt University.

Robert Wescott (an Academic FY2 doctor)   
has commenced his academic block within Tim 
Aitman’s lab working on circulating free DNA in 
head and neck cancer.

Prizes & Appointments

Dimitrios Damaskos has been elected by the 
members of the World Society of Emergency 
Surgery (WSES) as vice president of the society.

Kenny McLean has been awarded a Royal 
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh (RCSEd) 
Robertson Trust Research Fellowship; a one-
year research fellowship (£60,000) awarded 
for the development of a machine learning 
wound assessment model for the assessment of 
surgical-site infection. 
In addition Kenny has also been awarded a 
Medical Research Council (MRC) / Data Driven 
Innovation programme (DDI) Confidence in 
Concept (CiC) Award. This additional funding 
(£25,000) award is for the development of a 
machine learning wound assessment model 
for the assessment of surgical-site infection. 

Kenny McLean was also the winner of the 
Royal Society of Medicine (RSM) Digital 
Health Section prize for innovation (National) 
for the TWIST (Tracking wound infection with 
smartphone technology) trial.

Rachel Forsythe has been awarded a B 
Braun / RCSEd Fellowship in General Surgery 
(travelling fellowship to support a visit to Houston 
Methodist DeBakey Heart and Vascular Centre 
in Texas, USA)

Ian Nixon was recently invited to speak on The 
Swallows Head & Neck Cancer Support Charity 
podcast providing information to patients about 
his current research. You can listen to the 
podcast here: https://mcdn.podbean.com/mf/
web/xvt9j9/Podcasts_Ep_2_Iain_Nixon7afma.
mp3

EUSA Teaching Awards 2022 

Congratulations to 
members of Clinical 
Surgery and the 
Edinburgh Surgery 
Online team for their 
nominations in this 
year's Edinburgh 

University Students Association Teaching 
Awards.

Outstanding Course: Dr Louise Buckley (ChM 
Urology); Dr Chantelle Aftab (ChM Trauma & 
Orthopaedics).

Support Staff of the Year: Miss Sarah Jones; Dr 
Oluseye Ogunbayo

Personal Tutor of the Year: Dr Chantelle Aftab; 
Dr Oluseye Ogunbayo; Dr Heather Ellis; Dr 
Louise Buckley; Dr Uzma Tufail-Hanif; Dr 
Susan Morrow; Dr Domenica Coxon

Teacher of the Year: Dr Chantelle Aftab; Dr 
Oluseye Ogunbayo

PURE Publication Deposits 
In Clinical Surgery
The Research Excellence Framework 
2021 submission has now been 
completed. The results are expected 
to be published in March 2022.

However, publications should still 
continue to be deposited in PURE 
within 3 months of acceptance.

PURE arrangements in Clinical 
Surgery 

Susan Keggie and Murray Brittan are now 
handling publication deposits in PURE. 

As soon as you receive notification of a 
manuscript being accepted for publication, 
please forward the acceptance email together 
with the finally accepted author version to our 
the PURE email address

Pure.clinsurg@ed.ac.uk 

All manuscripts must be deposited in PURE 
within 3 months of acceptance.
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Lyons J, Nafilyan V, Akbari A, Davies G, Griffiths R, 
Harrison EM, Hippisley-Cox J, Hollinghurst J, Khunti K, 
North L, Sheikh A, Torabi F, Lyons RA. Validating the 
QCOVID risk prediction algorithm for risk of mortality 
from COVID-19 in the adult population in Wales, UK. 
Int J Popul Data Sci. 2022 Feb 15;5(4):1697.

Assmann SL, Keszthelyi D, Kleijnen J, Anastasiou F, 
Bradshaw E, Brannigan AE, Carrington EV, Chiarioni G, 
Ebben LDA, Gladman MA, Maeda Y, Melenhorst J, Milito 
G, Muris JWM, Orhalmi J, Pohl D, Tillotson Y, Rydningen 
M, Svagzdys S, Vaizey CJ, Breukink SO. Guideline for 
the diagnosis and treatment of Faecal Incontinence-A 
UEG/ESCP/ESNM/ESPCG collaboration. United 
European Gastroenterol J. 2022. Online ahead of print.

Sartelli M, Labricciosa FM, Coccolini F, Coimbra R, Abu-
Zidan FM, Ansaloni L, Al-Hasan MN, Ansari S, Barie 
PS, Caínzos MA, Ceresoli M, Chiarugi M, Claridge JA, 
Cicuttin E, Dellinger EP, Fry DE, Guirao X, Hardcastle 
TC, Hecker A, Leppäniemi AK, Litvin A, Marwah S, 
Maseda E, Mazuski JE, Memish ZA, Kirkpatrick AW, 
Pagani L, Podda M, Rasa HK, Sakakushev BE, Sawyer 
RG, Tumietto F, Xiao Y, Aboubreeg WF, Adamou H, 
Akhmeteli L, Akin E, Alberio MG, Alconchel F, Magagi IA, 
Araúz AB, Argenio G, Atanasov BC, Atici SD, Awad SS, 
Baili E, Bains L, Bala M, Baraket O, Baral S, Belskii VA, 
Benboubker M, Ben-Ishay O, Bordoni P, Boumédiène 
A, Brisinda G, Cavazzuti L, Chandy SJ, Chiarello MM, 
Cillara N, Clarizia G, Cocuz ME, Cocuz IG, Conti L, 
Coppola R, Cui Y, Czepiel J, D'Acapito F, Damaskos 
D, Das K, De Simone B, Delibegovic S, Demetrashvili 
Z, Detanac DS, Dhingra S, Di Bella S, Dimitrov EN, 
Dogjani A, D'Oria M, Dumitru IM, Elmangory MM, 
Enciu O, Fantoni M, Filipescu D, Fleres F, Foghetti D, 
Fransvea P, Gachabayov M, Galeiras R, Gattuso G, 
Ghannam WM, Ghisetti V, Giraudo G, Gonfa KB, Gonullu 
E, Hamad YTEY, Hecker M, Isik A, Ismail N, Ismail A, 
Jain SA, Kanj SS, Kapoor G, Karaiskos I, Kavalakat AJ, 
Kenig J, Khamis F, Khokha V, Kiguba R, Kim JI, Kobe 
Y, Kok KYY, Kovacevic BM, Kryvoruchko IA, Kuriyama 
A, Landaluce-Olavarria A, Lasithiotakis K, Lohsiriwat V, 
Lostoridis E, Luppi D, Vega GMM, Maegele M, Marinis A, 
Martines G, Martínez-Pérez A, Massalou D, Mesina C, 
Metan G, Miranda-Novales MG, Mishra SK, Mohamed 
MIH, Mohamedahmed AYY, Mora-Guzmán I, Mulita F, 
Musina AM, Navsaria PH, Negoi I, Nita GE, O'Connor 
DB, Ordoñez CA, Pantalone D, Panyko A, Papadopoulos 
A, Pararas N, Pata F, Patel T, Pellino G, Perra T, Perrone 
G, Pesce A, Pintar T, Popivanov GI, Porcu A, Quiodettis 
MA, Rahim R, Mitul AR, Reichert M, Rems M, Campbell 
GYR, Rocha-Pereira N, Rodrigues G, Villamil GER, 
Rossi S, Sall I, Kafil HS, Sasia D, Seni J, Seretis C, 
Serradilla-Martín M, Shelat VG, Siribumrungwong B, 
Slavchev M, Solaini L, Tan BK, Tarasconi A, Tartaglia 

D, Toma EA, Tomadze G, Toro A, Tovani-Palone MR, 
van Goor H, Vasilescu A, Vereczkei A, Veroux M, 
Weckmann SA, Widmer LW, Yahya A, Zachariah SK, 
Zakaria AD, Zubareva N, Zuidema WP, Di Carlo I, 
Cortese F, Baiocchi GL, Maier RV, Catena F. It is time 
to define an organizational model for the prevention 
and management of infections along the surgical 
pathway: a worldwide cross-sectional survey. World 
J Emerg Surg. 2022 Mar 17;17(1):17

Yu L, Zhao G, Wang L, Zhou X, Sun J, Li X, Zhu Y, He Y, 
Kofonikolas K, Bogaert D, Dunlop M, Zhu Y, Theodoratou 
E, Li X. A systematic review of microbial markers for 
risk prediction of colorectal neoplasia. Br J Cancer. 
2022. Online ahead of print.

Hallett JM, Ferreira-Gonzalez S, Man TY, Kilpatrick AM, 
Esser H, Thirlwell K, Macmillan MT, Rodrigo-Torres D, 
Dwyer BJ, Gadd VL, Ashmore-Harris C, Lu WY, Thomson 
JP, Jansen MA, O'Duibhir E, Starkey Lewis PJ, Campana 
L, Aird RE, Bate TSR, Fraser AR, Campbell JDM, Oniscu 
GC, Hay DC, Callanan A, Forbes SJ. Human biliary 
epithelial cells from discarded donor livers rescue 
bile duct structure and function in a mouse model of 
biliary disease. Cell Stem Cell. 2022 Mar 3;29(3):355-
371.e10.

PARANOIA Study Group. Electronic address: https://
www.twitter.com/paranoia_group; Writing Committee, 
Pande R, Halle-Smith JM, Thorne T, Hiddema L, Hodson 
J, Roberts KJ; Steering Committee, Arshad A, Connor 
S, Conlon KCP, Dickson EJ, Giovinazzo F, Harrison 
E, de Liguori Carino N, Hore T, Knight SR, Loveday B, 
Magill L, Mirza D, Pandanaboyana S, Perry RJ, Pinkney 
T, Siriwardena AK, Satoi S, Skipworth J, Stättner S, 
Sutcliffe RP, Tingstedt B. Can trainees safely perform 
pancreatoenteric anastomosis? A systematic 
review, meta-analysis, and risk-adjusted analysis of 
postoperative pancreatic fistula. Surgery. 2022 Feb 
24:S0039-6060(21)01256-3. Online ahead of print.

Sowerbutts AM, Knight SR, Lapitan MCM, Qureshi AU, 
Maimbo M, Yenli EMT, Tabiri S, Ghosh D, Kingsley PA, 
Sundar S, Shaw CA, Valparaiso A, Alviz CA, Bhangu A, 
Theodoratou E, Weiser TG, Harrison EM, Burden ST. 
A Qualitative Exploration of Nutrition Screening, 
Assessment and Oral Support Used in Patients 
Undergoing Cancer Surgery in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries. Nutrients. 2022 Feb 18;14(4):863

Macmillan MT, Hopkins ME, Gomati A, Subedi D, Reid 
H, Bruce L, Murchison JT, Nixon IJ. Analysis of the 
interactions between small pulmonary nodules, 
clinical factors and the risk of malignancy in the 
chest following diagnosis of head and neck cancer. 

NEWSClinical Surgery

Issue XXVII; Mar 2022: Page 4

CMVM Research Office

The CMVM Research Office have just 
launched their new website covering research 
support within the College.  The site includes 
information on open research, ethics, research 
culture, global health and clinical research 
pathways.

https://www.ed.ac.uk/medicine-vet-medicine/
our-research/cmvm-research-support

There is also a new website for early career 
researchers and those on research only 
contracts. 

https://www.ed.ac.uk/medicine-vet-medicine/
our-research/cmvm-research-support/early-
career-researchers

 Clinical Trials Update

The following trials are currently recruiting:

INROADE: Implementation of Remote Surgical 
Wound Assessment during the Covid-19 
Pandemic - this study has now completed 90% 
of the recruitment target across the WGH & RIE 
hospitals.

ALLEGRO: a placebo controlled randomised 
trial of intravenous lidocaine in accelerating 
gastrointestinal recovery after colorectal 
surgery.

PITTSTOP: pilonidal sinus treatment: studying 
the options:

CIPHER: UK cohort study to investigate the 
prevention of parastomal hernia

CREST2: Uncovered vs covered endoluminal 
stenting in the acute management of obstructing 
colorectal cancer in the palliative setting.

PREPARE ABC: SupPoRtive Exercise 
Programmes for Accelerating REcovery after 
major ABdominal Cancer surgery - recruitment 
due to re-start shortly.

DAMASCUS -  Diverticulitis Management: A 
Snapshot Collaborative Audit Study.

Recent Publications

Swets MC, Russell CD, Harrison EM, Docherty AB, Lone 
N, Girvan M, Hardwick HE; ISARIC4C Investigators, 
Visser LG, Openshaw PJM, Groeneveld GH, Semple MG, 
Baillie JK. SARS-CoV-2 co-infection with influenza 
viruses, respiratory syncytial virus, or adenoviruses. 
Lancet. 2022 Mar 25:S0140-6736(22)00383-X. Online 
ahead of print

Närhi F, Moonesinghe SR, Shenkin SD, Drake TM, 
Mulholland RH, Donegan C, Dunning J, Fairfield CJ, 
Girvan M, Hardwick HE, Ho A, Leeming G, Nguyen-Van-
Tam JS, Pius R, Russell CD, Shaw CA, Spencer RG, Turtle 
L, Openshaw PJM, Baillie JK, Harrison EM, Semple MG, 
Docherty AB; ISARIC4C investigators. Implementation 
of corticosteroids in treatment of COVID-19 in the 
ISARIC WHO Clinical Characterisation Protocol UK: 
prospective, cohort study. Lancet Digit Health. 2022 
Apr;4(4):e220-e234.

McLean KA, Knight SR, Diehl TM, Zafar SN, Bouamrane 
M, Harrison EM. Development stage of novel digital 
health interventions for postoperative monitoring: 
protocol of a systematic review. BMJ Surg Interv 
Health Technol. 2022 Mar 4;4(1):e000104.

Bridgewater J, Fletcher P, Palmer DH, Malik HZ, Prasad 
R, Mirza D, Anthony A, Corrie P, Falk S, Finch-Jones 
M, Wasan H, Ross P, Wall L, Wadsley J, Evans TR, 
Stocken D, Stubbs C, Praseedom R, Ma YT, Davidson 
B, Neoptolemos J, Iveson T, Cunningham D, Garden 
OJ, Valle JW, Primrose J; BILCAP study group. Long-
Term Outcomes and Exploratory Analyses of the 
Randomized Phase III BILCAP Study. J Clin Oncol. 
2022 Online ahead of print.
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CJ, Bell JA, Vincent EE, Sattar N, Dunlop MG, Tomlinson 
IP, Bell JD, Frayling TM, Yaghootkar H. Disease 
consequences of higher adiposity uncoupled from 
its adverse metabolic effects using Mendelian 
randomisation. Elife. 2022 Jan 25;11:e72452

Fugazzola P, Ceresoli M, Coccolini F, Gabrielli F, 
Puzziello A, Monzani F, Amato B, Sganga G, Sartelli M, 
Menichetti F, Puglisi GA, Tartaglia D, Carcoforo P, Avenia 
N, Kluger Y, Paolillo C, Zago M, Leppäniemi A, Tomasoni 
M, Cobianchi L, Dal Mas F, Improta M, Moore EE, 
Peitzman AB, Sugrue M, Agnoletti V, Fraga GP, Weber 
DG, Damaskos D, Abu-Zidan FM, Wani I, Kirkpatrick 
AW, Pikoulis M, Pararas N, Tan E, Broek RT, Maier RV, 
Davies RJ, Kashuk J, Shelat VG, Mefire AC, Augustin 
G, Magnone S, Poiasina E, De Simone B, Chiarugi M, 
Biffl W, Baiocchi GL, Catena F, Ansaloni L. The WSES/
SICG/ACOI/SICUT/AcEMC/SIFIPAC guidelines 
for diagnosis and treatment of acute left colonic 
diverticulitis in the elderly. World J Emerg Surg. 2022 
Jan 21;17(1):5

Kerray F, Yule S. 'Rise of the Machines': Human Factors 
and training for robotic-assisted surgery. BMJ Surg 
Interv Health Technol. 2021 Oct 18;3(1):e000100

Sartelli M, Coccolini F, Kluger Y, Agastra E, Abu-Zidan 
FM, Abbas AES, Ansaloni L, Adesunkanmi AK, Augustin 
G, Bala M, Baraket O, Biffl WL, Ceresoli M, Cerutti E, 
Chiara O, Cicuttin E, Chiarugi M, Coimbra R, Corsi D, 
Cortese F, Cui Y, Damaskos D, de'Angelis N, Delibegovic 
S, Demetrashvili Z, De Simone B, de Jonge SW, Di 
Bella S, Di Saverio S, Duane TM, Fugazzola P, Galante 
JM, Ghnnam W, Gkiokas G, Gomes CA, Griffiths EA, 
Hardcastle TC, Hecker A, Herzog T, Karamarkovic 
A, Khokha V, Kim PK, Kim JI, Kirkpatrick AW, Kong V, 
Koshy RM, Inaba K, Isik A, Ivatury R, Labricciosa FM, 
Lee YY, Leppäniemi A, Litvin A, Luppi D, Maier RV, 
Marinis A, Marwah S, Mesina C, Moore EE, Moore FA, 
Negoi I, Olaoye I, Ordoñez CA, Ouadii M, Peitzman 
AB, Perrone G, Pintar T, Pipitone G, Podda M, Raşa K, 
Ribeiro J, Rodrigues G, Rubio-Perez I, Sall I, Sato N, 
Sawyer RG, Shelat VG, Sugrue M, Tarasconi A, Tolonen 
M, Viaggi B, Celotti A, Casella C, Pagani L, Dhingra S, 
Baiocchi GL, Catena F. WSES/GAIS/WSIS/SIS-E/AAST 
global clinical pathways for patients with skin and 
soft tissue infections. World J Emerg Surg. 2022 Jan 
15;17(1):3

East B, Hill S, Dames N, Blackwell S, Laidlaw L, Gök 
H, Stabilini C, de Beaux A. Patient Views Around 
Their Hernia Surgery: A Worldwide Online Survey 
Promoted Through Social Media. Front Surg. 2021 
Dec 24;8:769938

Oikonomou D, Bottazzoli E, Damaskos D, Di Saverio 
S. Laparoscopic distal gastric and D1 resection for 
large perforated duodenal bulb peptic ulcer, with 
intracorporeal antecolic gastrojejunal anastomosis.
Surg Endosc. 2022 Jan 7. doi: 10.1007/s00464-021-
08955-4. Online ahead of print.

Vaughan-Shaw PG, Blackmur JP, Grimes G, Ooi 
LY, Ochocka-Fox AM, Dunbar K, von Kriegsheim A, 
Rajasekaran V, Timofeeva M, Walker M, Svinti V, Din 
FVN, Farrington SM, Dunlop MG. Vitamin D treatment 
induces in vitro and ex vivo transcriptomic changes 
indicating anti-tumor effects. FASEB J. 2022 
Jan;36(1):e22082

Patton R, Cook J, Haraldsdottir E, Brown D, Dolan 
RD, McMillan DC, Skipworth RJE, Fallon M, Laird 
BJA. REVOLUTION (Routine EValuatiOn of people 
LivIng with caNcer)-Protocol for a prospective 
characterisation study of patients with incurable 
cancer. PLoS One. 2021 Dec 16;16(12):e0261175

Masson S, Taylor R, Whitney J, Adair A, Attia M, Gibbs 
P, Grammatikopoulos T, Isaac J, Marshall A, Mirza D, 
Prachalias A, Watson S, Manas D, Forsythe J, Thorburn 
D. A coordinated national UK liver transplant 
program response, prioritizing waitlist recipients 
with the highest need, provided excellent outcomes 
during the first wave of the COVID-19 pandemic. Clin 
Transplant. 2021. Online ahead of print.

Zhang X, Li X, He Y, Law PJ, Farrington SM, Campbell 
H, Tomlinson IPM, Houlston RS, Dunlop MG, Timofeeva 
M, Theodoratou E. Phenome-wide association study 
(PheWAS) of colorectal cancer risk SNP effects on 
health outcomes in UK Biobank. Br J Cancer. 2022 
Mar;126(5):822-830.

Norris T, Razieh C, Zaccardi F, Yates T, Islam N, Gillies 
CL, Chudasama YV, Rowlands AV, Davies MJ, McCann 
GP, Banerjee A, Lam CSP, Docherty AB, Openshaw 
PJ, Baillie JK, Semple MG, Lawson CA, Khunti K; 
ISARIC4C investigators. Impact of cardiometabolic 
multimorbidity and ethnicity on cardiovascular/renal 
complications in patients with COVID-19. Heart. 2021. 
Online ahead of print.

Au S, Bellato V, Carvas JM, Córdoba CD, Daudu D, 
Dziakova J, Eltarhoni K, El Feituri N, Fung ACH, Fysaraki 
C, Gallo G, Gultekin FA, Harbjerg JL, Hatem F, Ioannidis 
A, Jakobsen L, Clinch D, Kristensen HØ, Kuiper SZ, 
Kwok AMF, Kwok W, Millan M, Milto KM, Ng HJ, Pellino G, 
Picciariello A, Pronin S, van Ramshorst GH, Ramser M, 
Jiménez-Rodríguez RM, Sainz Hernandez JC, Samadov 
E, Sohrabi S, Uchiyama M, Wang JH, Younis MU, 
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Clin Otolaryngol. 2022 Online ahead of print.

Gómez-Cuadrado L, Bullock E, Mabruk Z, Zhao H, 
Souleimanova M, Noer PR, Turnbull AK, Oxvig C, Bertos 
N, Byron A, Dixon JM, Park M, Haider S, Natrajan R, 
Sims AH, Brunton VG. Characterisation of the Stromal 
Microenvironment in Lobular Breast Cancer. Cancers 
(Basel). 2022 Feb 11;14(4):904

Paval DR, Di Virgilio TG, Skipworth RJE, Gallagher IJ. 
The Emerging Role of Intelectin-1 in Cancer. Front 
Oncol. 2022 Feb 3;12:767859

STARSurg Collaborative and EuroSurg Collaborative. 
Validation of the OAKS prognostic model for acute 
kidney injury after gastrointestinal surgery. BJS 
Open. 2022 Jan 6;6(1):zrab150.

Egan C, Turtle L, Thorpe M, Harrison EM, Semple 
MG, Docherty AB; ISARIC4C Investigators. Hospital 
admission for symptomatic COVID-19 and impact 
of vaccination: analysis of linked data from the 
Coronavirus Clinical Information Network and 
the National Immunisation Management Service. 
Anaesthesia. 2022. Online ahead of print.

Reyes LF, Murthy S, Garcia-Gallo E, Irvine M, Merson 
L, Martin-Loeches I, Rello J, Taccone FS, Fowler RA, 
Docherty AB, Kartsonaki C, Aragao I, Barrett PW, 
Beane A, Burrell A, Cheng MP, Christian MD, Cidade 
JP, Citarella BW, Donnelly CA, Fernandes SM, French 
C, Haniffa R, Harrison EM, Ho AYW, Joseph M, Khan 
I, Kho ME, Kildal AB, Kutsogiannis D, Lamontagne 
F, Lee TC, Bassi GL, Lopez Revilla JW, Marquis C, 
Millar J, Neto R, Nichol A, Parke R, Pereira R, Poli S, 
Povoa P, Ramanathan K, Rewa O, Riera J, Shrapnel 
S, Silva MJ, Udy A, Uyeki T, Webb SA, Wils EJ, Rojek 
A, Olliaro PL; ISARIC Clinical Characterisation Group. 
Clinical characteristics, risk factors and outcomes 
in patients with severe COVID-19 registered in the 
International Severe Acute Respiratory and Emerging 
Infection Consortium WHO clinical characterisation 
protocol: a prospective, multinational, multicentre, 
observational study. ERJ Open Res. 2022 Feb 
14;8(1):00552-2021.

Aggarwal D, Warne B, Jahun AS, Hamilton WL, Fieldman 
T, du Plessis L, Hill V, Blane B, Watkins E, Wright E, 
Hall G, Ludden C, Myers R, Hosmillo M, Chaudhry Y, 
Pinckert ML, Georgana I, Izuagbe R, Leek D, Nsonwu 
O, Hughes GJ, Packer S, Page AJ, Metaxaki M, Fuller 
S, Weale G, Holgate J, Brown CA; Cambridge Covid-19 
testing Centre; University of Cambridge Asymptomatic 
COVID-19 Screening Programme Consortium; 
COVID-19 Genomics UK (COG-UK) Consortium, Howes 
R, McFarlane D, Dougan G, Pybus OG, Angelis D, 
Maxwell PH, Peacock SJ, Weekes MP, Illingworth C, 

Harrison EM, Matheson NJ, Goodfellow IG. Genomic 
epidemiology of SARS-CoV-2 in a UK university 
identifies dynamics of transmission. Nat Commun. 
2022 Feb 8;13(1):751

Stahel PF, Cobianchi L, Dal Mas F, Paterson-Brown S, 
Sakakushev BE, Nguyen C, Fraga GP, Yule S, Damaskos 
D, Healey AJ, Biffl W, Ansaloni L, Catena F. The role 
of teamwork and non-technical skills for improving 
emergency surgical outcomes: an international 
perspective. Patient Saf Surg. 2022 Feb 8;16(1):8

Zhou X, Wang L, Xiao J, Sun J, Yu L, Zhang H, Meng 
X, Yuan S, Timofeeva M, Law PJ, Houlston RS, Ding K, 
Dunlop MG, Theodoratou E, Li X. Alcohol consumption, 
DNA methylation and colorectal cancer risk: 
Results from pooled cohort studies and Mendelian 
randomization analysis. Int J Cancer. 2022 Online 
ahead of print.

Blackmur JP, Vaughan-Shaw PG, Donnelly K, Harris BT, 
Svinti V, Ochocka-Fox AM, Freile P, Walker M, Gurran 
T, Reid S, Semple CA, Din FVN, Timofeeva M, Dunlop 
MG, Farrington SM. Gene Co-Expression Network 
Analysis Identifies Vitamin D-Associated Gene 
Modules in Adult Normal Rectal Epithelium Following 
Supplementation. Front Genet. 2022 Jan 4;12:783970.

Paterson HM, Cotton S, Norrie J, Nimmo S, Foo I, 
Balfour A, Speake D, MacLennan G, Stoddart A, Innes K, 
Cameron S, Aucott L, McCormack K. The ALLEGRO trial: 
a placebo controlled randomised trial of intravenous 
lidocaine in accelerating gastrointestinal recovery 
after colorectal surgery. Trials. 2022 Jan 28;23(1):84

Collins D, Jones R, Griffiths B. Anatomical approaches 
in locally advanced and recurrent pelvic malignancy. 
Eur J Surg Oncol. 2022 Jan 1:S0748-7983(21)01441-4

Paval DR, Patton R, McDonald J, Skipworth RJE, 
Gallagher IJ, Laird BJ; Caledonian Cachexia 
Collaborative. A systematic review examining the 
relationship between cytokines and cachexia in 
incurable cancer. J Cachexia Sarcopenia Muscle. 2022 
Online ahead of print.

Younger NT, Wilson ML, Martinez Lyons A, Jarman EJ, 
Meynert AM, Grimes GR, Gournopanos K, Waddell SH, 
Tennant PA, Wilson DH, Guest RV, Wigmore SJ, Acosta 
JC, Kendall TJ, Taylor MS, Sproul D, Mill P, Boulter L. 
In vivo modeling of patient genetic heterogeneity 
identifies new ways to target cholangiocarcinoma. 
Cancer Res. 2022 . Online ahead of print.

Martin S, Tyrrell J, Thomas EL, Bown MJ, Wood AR, 
Beaumont RN, Tsoi LC, Stuart PE, Elder JT, Law P, 
Houlston R, Kabrhel C, Papadimitriou N, Gunter MJ, Bull 
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***Bookings Now Open***

The next HealthyR 2.5 day quick start course 
suitable for beginners will May 11-13th 2022. 
The course will be in person at the Kings 
Building Campus (JCMB building). Attendees 
must bring their own laptop. 
Registration available now: https://redcap.link/
healthyr_reg

Save the Date! 

Edinburgh School of Surgery 
Day 2022

Friday November 25th  

Academic Medals 
The following prizes are open to submissions 
this year:
The Chiene Medal for clinical or laboratory-
based research projects undertaken within the 
Edinburgh 'School of Surgery', 
The Clinical Prize will be an opportunity to 
present clinical research projects or interesting 
case reviews. 

Abstracts (no more than 400 words) should be 
submitted to Susan Keggie (s.keggie@ed.ac.
uk) by 5pm Friday 29th September. Late 
submission will not be accepted.
Those selected for an oral presentation will 
compete for the Chiene Medal and Clinical 
Prize at the meeting.

The Professor Kenneth CH Fearon Memorial 
Medal The prize will be awarded to the 
surgeon in training or consultant within 1 year 

of appointment and working in South East 
Scotland, who in the opinion of the judging 
panel has published the most outstanding 
contribution as a single paper in the broad 
field of surgery in the calendar year preceding 
the award in a peer-reviewed journal. It is 
anticipated that the member be the first author 
of the publication or will have made a very 
significant contribution to the publication. The 
publication must be related to the broad field of 
surgery and its subspecialties and can include 
basic science, translational or clinical work 
published in the year preceding the date of the 
School of Surgery Day. For example, papers 
considered for the 2022 School of Surgery 
Day meeting must have been published in a 
journal dated between 1 January 2021 and 31 
December 2021.
An entry form for this prize is available from 
Susan Keggie (s.keggie@ed.ac.uk)

The Edinburgh Trainees’ Award

As well as the academic medals awarded at 
the School of Surgery day, the Best Surgical 
Trainer medal will also be awarded.

Full details of the programme, including guest 
speaker, will be available soon. 

Please register by email to Susan Keggie 
(s.keggie@ed.ac.uk).

Items of News to Share?
If you have any items of news you would like to 
feature in  this newsletter or events you’d like 
to promote please contact the Clinical Surgery 
Research Manager, Dr Katie Shaw (catherine.
shaw@ed.ac.uk). The next edition will be 
published in the summer.
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Fleming S, Alhomoud S, Mayol J, Moeslein G, Smart NJ, 
Soreide K, Teh C, Verran D, Maeda Y. Global parental 
leave in surgical careers: differences according to 
gender, geographical regions and surgical career 
stages. Br J Surg. 2021 Nov 11;108(11):1315-1322

Elliott JA, Markar SR, Klevebro F, Johar A, Goense 
L, Lagergren P, Zaninotto G, van Hillegersberg R, 
Henegouwen MIVB, Nilsson M, Hanna GB, Reynolds 
JV; ENSURE Study Group (Appendix 1, http://links.lww.
com/SLA/D646). An International Multicenter Study 
Exploring Whether Surveillance After Esophageal 
Cancer Surgery Impacts Oncological and Quality of 
Life Outcomes (ENSURE). Annals of Surgery 2022, 
[Online ahead of print].

Boshier PR, Swaray A, Vadhwana B, O'Sullivan A, 
Low DE, Hanna GB, Peters CJ; POEM Biomarkers 
Consortium and OCCAMS Consortium. Systematic 
review and validation of clinical models predicting 
survival after oesophagectomy for adenocarcinoma.
British Journal of Surgery, 2022. [Online ahead of print]

Oesophago-Gastric Anastomotic Audit (OGAA) 
Collaborative. Textbook outcome following 
oesophagectomy for cancer: international cohort 
study. British Journal of Surgery, 2022. [Online ahead 
of print]

Kamarajah SK, Griffiths EA; Oesophago-Gastric 
Anastomotic Audit (OGAA) Collaborative. Postoperative 
and Pathological Outcomes of CROSS and FLOT as 
Neoadjuvant Therapy for Esophageal and Junctional 
Adenocarcinoma: An International Cohort Study 
from the Oesophagogastric Anastomosis Audit 
(OGAA). Annals of Surgery 2022. [Online ahead of print]

Oesophago-Gastric Anastomosis Study Group (OGAA) 
on behalf of the West Midlands Research Collaborative.
Postoperative outcomes in oesophagectomy with 
trainee involvement. BJS Open 2021 Nov; 5(6): 
zrab132.

Tripartite Gastrointestinal Recovery Post-operative 
IIeus Group. Core outcome set for clinical studies of 
postoperative ileus after intestinal surgery. Br J Surg. 
2022. [Online ahead of print].

Christos, C., Buckley, L. A. The Role of Canine 
Behaviour Medicine in UK Small-Animal Practice. 
The Veterinary Nurse, 2022. 13 (1): 4-9. (2022)

Future Events

Did He Save Lifes: 
Talk by Dr David Sellu

28th April 2022
 

1830-1915: Lecture by Mr David Sellu
 
1915-1945: ‘Clinical negligence, consent, 
and other medico-legal issues: where do we 
stand?’

Panelists: Mr David Sellu and Ms Astrid Smart 
QC (Compass Chambers)

Chaired by: Professor S Wigmore
 
1945-2015: Drinks Reception

 
 

Wrongly convicted of gross negligence 
manslaughter and imprisoned for 15 months, 
Mr David Sellu, General and Colorectal 
surgeon, will give his account of the events,  
the battle to clear his name, and his plight and 
that of his family.
 
All funds raised from this event will directly 
go to Bowel Cancer UK’s ‘Improving Surgery, 
Saving Lives Appeal’ in partnership with 
RCSEd and University of Edinburgh to 
establish Scotland’s first-ever Colorectal 
Cancer Surgical Research Chair.
 
Ticket price: £20 per person, Use link below to 

register: https://bit.ly/MrDavidSellu
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Future Conference Submission Deadlines

Conference Date Location Abstract 
Submission & 
Registration

14th Annual Academic Surgical Conference
https://academicsurgicalcongress.org

7th - 9th  Feb 2023 Houston Texas Opens late June 2022

ALPS HBP meeting
http://www.alpshpbmeeting.org

Date for 2023 TBC Madonna Di Campiglio, 
Italy

Autumn 2022

British Transplant Society (BTS)
https://bts.org.uk

5th - 7th September 
2022 (changed from 
2th - 4th March)

Belfast, UK Abstracts closed; 
registration deadline 
1st September 2022

Society of Academic and Research Surgery (SARS)
http://surgicalresearch.org.uk

Date for 2023 TBC TBC Save the date

American Surgical Assoiciation (ASA)
http://meeting.americansurgical.org

20th - 22nd  April 2023 Toronto, Canada Save the date

European Society for Trauma & Emergency Surgery 
(ESTES)
https://www.estes-congress.org

24th - 26th April 2022 Oslo, Norway Registration Open

Royal Australasian College of Surgeons Annual Scientific 
Congress
https://asc.surgeons.org

2nd-6th May 2022 Brisbane, Australia Abstracts closed; 
registration open

Association of Surgeons of Great Britain and Ireland (ASGBI)
http://www.asgbi.org.uk

3rd- 5th May 2022 Liverpool Abstracts closed; 
registration open

Joint International Congress of ILTS, LICAGE & ELITA 
(https://2022.ilts.org)

4th - 7th May 2022 Istanbul, Turkey (with 
online option)

Abstracts closed; 
registration open

International Association of Medical Science Educators
http://www.iamse.org/

4th -7th June 2022 Denver, USA Abstracts closed; 
registration open

European Surgical Association (ESA)
https://www.europeansurgicalassociation.org

19th - 21th May 2022 Lisbon, Portugal Abstracts closed; 
registration open

American Society of Transplant Surgeons  (ASTS)
(http://atcmeeting.org)

4th - 8th June 2022 Boston, USA Abstracts closed; 
registration open

Behune Round Table
https://bethuneroundtable.com

Date for 2022 TBC Vancouver, Canada TBC

Association of Coloproctology Great Britain and Ireland
https://www.acpgbi.org.uk/events/2021-acpgbi-annual-
meeting/

3rd -  6th July 2022 Edinburgh, UK Abstracts closed; 
registration open

Americas Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary-Association (AHPBA)
https://www.ahpba.org/

6th - 12th March 2023 Miami beach, Florida, 
USA

Save the date

Association for Medical Education (AMEE)
https://amee.org/conferences/amee-2022

27th-31st August 2022 Lyon, France (online 
option)

Abstracts closed; 
registration open

Europen Society of Transplantion (ESOT)
https://www.esotcongress.org

17th - 20 Sept 2023 Athens, Greece Save the date

Euopean-African Hepato-Pancreato-Biliary Association 
(E-AHPBA)

6th - 9th June 2023 Lyon, France Save the date

European Society of Coloproctology 21st -23rd Sept 2022 Dublin, UK 18th May 2022

Association of Upper GI Surgeons of Great Britain & Ireland 
(AUGIS)
http://www.augis.org

21st - 23rd Sept 2022 Aberdeen, UK Save the Date

American College of Surgeons Clinical Congress
https://www.facs.org/education/clincon/future-clinical-
congresses

16th - 20th Oct 2022 San Diego, USA Abstracts closed; 
registration open 

British Hernia Society 
https://hernia2022.org

TBC TBC TBC

Society on Sarcopenia, Cachexia & wasting disorders 
http://society-scwd.org

TBC TBC TBC


